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Abstract
In about a decade, public speaking is one of the important skills that university students should conquer when they learn in English Language Major. As we have seen, confidence, correct hand gestures, styles and tones are the important factors in this subject. Moreover, powerpoint slides can also decide whether sophomores can achieve high score or not. Particularly, they should understand what effective slides is to attract reader. Therefore, the questionnaire contains 30 questions, will be conducted on 50 HUFLIT students to find out how to design effective slides to achieve high score. The findings will explore the factors of good powerpoint slides and also suggested HUFLIT students methods to design suitable slides for this subject.
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1. Introduction
1.1. Background of the study
In recent years, public speaking is more and more becoming one of vital skills that students should completely acquire to achieve the success in their future career and have a sustainable position in the labor market. As can be seen, there are a lot of cultural house and specialized schools nowadays have organized many courses to train this skills for people, who is from different background and domains. Besides, the universities in Vietnam nowadays in a decades have made a public speaking becomes a compulsory subjects in all majors. While the economy or technology will learn this subjects in Vietnamese, the foreign language majors, particularly is English Language major, will learn in English.
However, there is a fact that public speaking not only requires us a good speaking and pronunciation skills. To achieve the goals of this subject, we need to have an effective Powerpoint slides that can illustrate all of the ideas that we spoke and written in the notecard. If their slides are invisible and have summarize all the main ideas, they cannot receive a good to excellent score. Therefore the effective powerpoint will help them completely recap all they have stated in their speech. According to Hertz et al. (2016), effective Powerpoint slides will help students to reduce speaking anxiety and let them avoid of forgetting the content of what they have said and not to be stressed in the preparation stage.

1.2. Statement of the problem
As can be seen, to achieve the goals of Public Speaking, students not only need good speaking skills. Besides, a visible slides with a clear contents, brief note card, eye-catching designed slides will also  be the factors that let us have good grades. According to Pendidikan (2013), Powerpoint can bring the different atmosphere to the class. Indeed, a clear presentation powerpoint slides can give students enthusiasm, and it also makes the subject becomes more interesting. Therefore it is better if students and lecturer know how to design and use Powerpoint slides effectively.
However, many Vietnamese students, do not have many chances to interact with technology and computer since the young age. Therefore, some of them do not know how to use a Powerpoint making tools or know  how to design an eye-catching powerpoint slides that can cover all the necessary information for their speech, which strongly affects their performance in Public Speaking. Hence, this paper will show some effective ways to design a Powerpoint slides that can attract lecturers in that subject and help them save time to design the knowledgeable powerpoint slides.
1.3. Aims of the study
This paper aims to explore the impacts of effectiveness powerpoint slides on the HUFLIT sophomores’ performance in Public Speaking. Moreover, it also suggests the factors of good Powerpoint slides that could make students becomes more confident when they perform alone in front of the class. 
1.4. Significance of the study
As the researcher explored previously, there are nearly no paper research this issues in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, especially in the major of English Language and especially in Ho Chi Minh City University of Foreign Languages & Information and Technology.
Besides, this subject not only evaluate students at their speaking ability, their outfits or their gestures. It also evaluate their slides design, about the color, font, frames. Therefore, this paper aims to suggest English-majored students in HUFLIT some tips to design an effective powerpoint slides to gain high scores.
1.5. Scope of the study
The paper completely focuses on English-majored sophomores who is currently learning Public Speaking Skills at the second semester of Academic Year 2025-2026. This paper learns about the impacts of effective powerpoint slides on their performance at this subject.
The participants are expected to have completed two basic modules of Speaking, Listening and Writing Skills, including Listening and Speaking and Paragraph Writing Skills. The study mainly focuses on Powerpoint design skills to make students have a tool to note down all the ideas they have stated while present in front of the lecturers
Moreover, the paper examines some factors that students notice while they are making slides for their individual performance in Public Speaking. However, the researcher cannot focus on another aspect of this subject, such as the speaking style, hand gesture, or the outfit they wore while they were presenting




1.6. Research Questions
From the aims above of this paper, there will be two research questions that the researcher need to answer in this paper: 
a. To what extent do the Powerpoint affects HUFLIT EFL sophomores’ performances in Public Speaking?
b. What are HUFLIT EFL sophomores’ perception of effective powerpoint slides in Public Speaking classes?
c. Which sides of of effective PowerPoint slides contribute most to HUFLIT EFL sophomores' English public speaking presentation performance?
1.7. Organization of the study
This study contains five chapters:
Chapter 1: Introduction
This chapter introduces background of the study, research problems, research objectives, research questions, hypotheses, significance of the study, scope of the study, and thesis organization.
Chapter 2: Literature
This chapter reviews the foundation knowledge and previous studies that related to the topic, it includes some concepts such as collaborative writing, academic writing performance, writing processes, learner engagement. It also contains the theoretical framework, conceptual framework, and research gap of the study.
Chapter 3: Methodology
This chapter aims to describes the research design, research setting, participants, research variables, research instruments, intervention procedures, data collection procedures, and data analysis methods employed in the study.
Chapter 4: Data Analysis
This chapter is expected to present the findings discusses about the correlation between the results and to the research questions, hypotheses, and previous studies.
Chapter 5: Conclusion
This chapter is expected to summarize the future main findings, discuss pedagogical implications, address limitations of the study, and provide recommendations for future research.



2. Literature Review
This chapter will provide readers a theoretical foundation for the research and let them learn about previous papers that related to this topic. This paper also analyzes some theories that correlate to Public Speaking Skills, in which will illustrate the positive impacts of good powerpoint slide on an effective presentation in Public Speaking Skills
2.1.  Effective Powerpoint Slides 
2.1.1. What is Powerpoint Slides?
According to Huong & Kha (2020), Powerpoint is a kind of software in which students can to add the texts, images and even sound to support their presentation in one subjects or projects. Moreover, they can also add the games or quizzes to challenges their classmates and create an enthusiastic and competitive learning environment in the classroom.
https://csdlkhoahoc.hueuni.edu.vn/data/2020/10/THE_USE_OF_POWERPOINT_IN_GROUP_PRESENTATIONS-_INSIGHTS_FROM_ELT_MAJORS_.pdf 
Moreover, Farwis et al. (2018) showed that Powerpoint is an innovative technique that can motivate students in their learning process and it can caught students’ attention. The authors also recognized it as the innovative tool and it is really helpful for both students’ and lecturers to prepare a lesson.
https://ijeais.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/5/IJAMR210520.pdf 
Besides, Al-Zayed (2019) also commented that Powerpoint is an excellent program that used the animation to make students learning better, that the other tools cannot against. As can be seen, it can helps students to show their opinions among many people at schools. They can add timeline and charts to make it looks catchy.
https://meu.edu.jo/libraryTheses/5d36a8f8abe9a_1.pdf 
Meanwhile, Cornwell (2014) stated that Powerpoint can helps students improve their exam scores when they can help students to understand the lessons via the lectures summary. It also improve students satisfaction about lectures and memorize it easily.
https://www.hagerstowncc.edu/sites/default/files/documents/14-fletcher-powerpoint-research-review.pdf 
2.1.2.   Effective Powerpoint Slides
Based on the analysis of Neagle (2021), there are some factors that helps students to create an effective powerpoint. Firstly, let’s use the heading to emphasize the message that the students would like to deliver to the audience. Secondly, students only need to add the highlighted points into the slide and have a plan to cover it all. Thirrdly, they should use the graphics, such as figures and tables, effectively combined with fluent verbal description. Fourthly, the students’ design should avoid the cognitive overload by the spectators. Then, make the understandable slides that could let the students who did not concentrate on the lesson can still remember the key takeaways. Next, practice makes perfect. Therefore, to make the presentation becomes catchy, students should ensure to emphasize and reminds the listeners about the keypoints. Moreover, we should also practice to ensure our transition from the previous slide to the new one while we are speaking are smooth. Finally, remember to avoid some technical risks that can interrupt our presentation. For example, saving your slides as PDF files. Then make a backup slides, in which including key results to use while interrupting. Especially, avoid some complex animation and flashfly movement in presentation, which can distract them from main content.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8638955/pdf/pcbi.1009554.pdf
Meanwhile, Angkarini (2022) showed some factors that the Powerpoint slided should have to be able to improve students’ speaking skills. First,  Powerpoint should contain some interactive activities that can foster the students activeness while they are learning. Secondly, sound also play a vital role in learning English, especially with teaching and learning listening skills. With the lively learning materials, students will love to learn listening more. Moreover, when their listening skills improved, their speaking is also improved.
file:///C:/Users/Win/Desktop/tri-angkarini-finish.pdf 
2.1.3. Characteristíc of Effective Powerpoint Slides
According to TED University, there are about 10 factors that can create an effective powerpoint slides. Firstly, students should choose the suitable form to be readable, such as Times New Roman, Garamond, Bookman and the size of word should be about 30-48. Then, they should avoid overstyling the text. Particularly, if they want to emphasize something, they only need to use bold, italics and changing color of that word to make it outstanding. Next, keep the text simple as much as you can and minimize total amount of words, use more key phrases to make your slide simple. Moreover, choose the suitable font color and background color to comfort the audience’s eyes when they read. Finally we should review again before finishing this process.
https://ctl.tedu.edu.tr/sites/default/files/docs/creating-effective-powerpoint-presentation.pdf
Additionally, Dobhal (2025) also suggested some ways that help students upgrade our powerpoint slides. First, our slides should include relevant images, icons and charts that can support the content. Besides, we should have a structured flow with suitable arrangement of ideas and clear headings. Finally, we should limit number of slides to ensure the attention of the audience throughout the presentation, not to make them tired.
https://www.scribd.com/document/969332338/Essentials 
To talk about the visual aspects, we can add some tools that could make our presentation more catchy, such as the themes and styles should be customized with variations and color palettes; the background should be an image and it must be colorful. We can apply somme other visual effects likes shadows, glows and reflection.  Finally, SmartArt can be skipped if the students would make their presentation more lively.
https://www.scribd.com/document/849381667/Microsoft-PowerPoint-Offers-a-Wide-Range-of-Features-to-Create-and-Deliver-Engaging-Presentations
2.2.  English Public Specking Skills
2.2.1. Definition of Public Speaking
According to Amelia et al. (2022), public speaking is the art of speaking in front of the crowd. The speech will occurs with a large number of audiences. It may happens in a meeting, conference, academic presentation, etc. This skill requires students’ courage and have a good  speaking skills to complete their speech perfectly.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363577504_Improving_Publlic_Speaking_Ability_through_Speech 
On the other aspect, public speaking is a special form of communication that requires students to learn carefully. It is a way that speaker share information, ideas and interest to the audience and the speaker should keep the attention of while they are speaking (Eke, 2021).
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349570297_Public_Speaking_and_Speech_Presentation_Skills_and_Strategies
Meanwhile, Novakovic (2017) showed that  based on many official definition, public speaking is understood as a formal face-to-face talking in front of the crowd, and it usually go along with commercial activity. Besides, it is also an activity in which speaker persuades the audience. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328846651_BASICS_OF_PUBLIC_SPEAKING/fulltext/5be6394f299bf1124fc7841a/328846651_BASICS_OF_PUBLIC_SPEAKING.pdf 
2.2.2. Importance of Public Speaking in EFL Context
As Rahayu et al. (2026) listed, Public Speaking Skills have trained students a lot of good characteristics. First, it builds the students’ confidence anddecrease their anxiety. It also helps them improve their awareness about the discussing problems and their language use. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/403517444_Exploring_EFL_Students'_Perceptions_of_Public_Speaking_Skills_Through_a_News_Anchor_Performance_Activity. 
Next, Sariroh (2021), Public Speaking brings students some other benefits, such as raising their critical thinking, fine-tuning both verbal and non-verbal skills, helps them overcome the fear of speaking in front of the crowd and developing.
https://www.academia.edu/49390671/The_impact_of_Public_Speaking_for_Students_Speaking_Ability 
2.2.3. Components of good Public Spaking
Thanks to Sabri et al. (2020), a good public speaking performance will be assessed below factors, such as storytelling, body language, voice tone, pauses and visual aids.
 https://media.neliti.com/media/publications/415212-components-of-public-speaking-the-factor-31a58c4f.pdf 
In particular, Balbal (2020) described carefully about some components that can caused good public speaking performance, such as speaker, message that the speakers would like to send to the audience; audience, feedback from the listener, and the situation that leads to the speech.
https://www.scribd.com/document/441751434/7-ELEMENTS-Copy 



2.3.  The impacts of effective powerpoint slides on students’ public speaking skills
Based on the analysis of Putri (n.d.), the effective powerpoint can improve students’ speaking skills because of it can summarize all the main ideas in the speaker’s speech which has a clear structured manner. Moreover, images and graphics helps summarize all the main points of their speech.
https://repository.universitaspgridelta.ac.id/2253/1/2088203039-Artikel.pdf 
Meanwhile, Yim San NG et al. (2022) added some more benefits that the powerpoint slides brought to the students while they presenting. It can make the class becomes more enjoyable and it is better for students if they have note all the keypoints that is written on the slides, therefore it is really beneficial to the students.
The Effects of MS PowerPoint on Students at a Malaysian University in the English for Professionals (EFP) Classrooms
2.4.  Conceptual Framework
In this paper, independent variables is Effective Powerpoint Slides, it is characterized by four major dimensions, including content quality, visual design, text management, and multimedia elements. This factor is hoped to support presenters in structurizing the ideas, attracting audience attention and delivering the message of the speech to the audience effectively.
The dependent viriables of this topic is English Public Speaking Presentation Performance, it includes four dimensions, which is content organization, language use, delivery skills, and audience engagement.
Hence, this framework summarize the impacts of effective Powerpoint slides on HUFLIT Sophomores’ Public Speaking Skills.
[image: ]
Figure 2.1. Conceptual Framework of the Study
2.5.  Previous Study
In general, there are a lot of papers that have talked about the impacts of effective powerpoint on the students’ presentation or public speaking skills. 
2.5.1. International Studies 
Generally, this Literature Review has emphasized some positive impacts of Powerpoints on EFL Students’ Presentation. All four paper from Yim San NG et al. (2022), Al-Zayed (2019), Cravevo (2017)  and Muman et al. (2023) described the use and effects of Powerpoint  on EFL Students. All above has shown the positive impacts, the use and the effectiveness of Powerpoint on EFL Students’ Public Speaking Skills. Besides it also proved that the eye-catchy powerpoint will make audiences more engaging into their presentation.
 file:///C:/Users/Win/Desktop/154-Article%20Text-1111-2-10-20220810%20(1).pdf
https://meu.edu.jo/libraryTheses/5d36a8f8abe9a_1.pdf 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2936&context=theses 
file:///C:/Users/Win/Desktop/sidikindranugraha,+6.+Pak+Mu'man.pdf
2.5.2. Vietnamese Studies 
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the other hand, in Vietnam there are limited papers that have researched about this topic. As can be seen, Nam & Lap (n.d.), Son (n.d) & Linh Kha & Hoai Huong (2020) researched about the impacts of powerpoint on the learning process of a particular subject, they all showed the benefits and the limitations of this learning method that taken from  students and suggest students the ways to apply it in learning EFL effectively.
https://scispace.com/pdf/powerpoint-as-a-potential-tool-to-learners-vocabulary-2tg2fh64ni.pdf 
file:///C:/Users/Win/Desktop/37-54.pdf 
https://jos.hueuni.edu.vn/index.php/hujos-ssh/article/view/5911/1254
2.6.  Research Gaps 

3. Methodology
Here goes the text for your methodology. 

 						 4. Results
The purpose of tables and figures in documents is to enhance your the readers’ understanding of the information presented in the document. It is much lucid and efficient if the information is communicated in tables or figures. 
Limit the use of borders or lines in a table to those needed for clarity. In general, use a border at the top and bottom of the table, beneath column headings, and above column spanners. You may also use a border to separate a row containing totals or other summary information from other rows in the table.
Do not use vertical borders to separate data and do not use borders around every cell in a table. Use spacing between columns and rows and strict alignment to clarify relations among the elements in a table. Also, add one blank double-spaced line between the table and any text to improve the visual presentation. Note that the font size for the content of the tables is 10 Times New Romans. Figures and tables should be left-aligned. 	


Table 1
Table Title Goes Here 
	
	Group
	N
	Mean
	Std. Deviation
	Std. Error Mean

	Posttest
	Factor 1
	xx
	xx.xx
	x.xx
	.xx

	
	Factor 2
	xx
	xx.xx
	x.xx
	.xx


*Here is a note on the table.

Figures include all graphical displays of information that are not tables. Common types include graphs, charts, drawings, maps, plots, and photos. You can also see a sample figure below. In preparing figures, communication and readability must be the ultimate criteria.
Figure 1
Figure Title Goes Here 

Note. A figure note may optionally be included under the figure to clarify the contents of the figure for the readers of the manuscript.
5. Discussion 
Here goes the text for you discussion. 
6. Conclusion
Include the concluding remarks here.
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Appendix A
The content goes here.
Appendix B 
The content goes here. 
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